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[Abstract] Objective The law of our country is not clear about the rules of voting system of ethics review conference,
which causes trouble to the operation of the conference decision and the quality of ethics review, and even leads to the uncer-
tainty of the validity of the decision. The purpose of this paper is to discuss the rules of the voting system of the ethical review
conference in China to provide a clear reference for the system. Methods It adopted the comparative legal research method in
the field of law to analyze the regulations regarding the composition of committee membered, the quorum, and the number of
votes in the ethical review voting systems both domestically and internationally based on the relevant laws, regulations, poli-
cies, and foreign provisions as the primary data for its research. Results The regulations on the voting system of ethical review
meetings in our country need to be improved. There should be clear and unified requirements for the operation of meeting deci-
sion formation and the quality and efficiency of ethical review. This had caused problems in the operation of the meeting deci-
sions and affected the quality and effectiveness of ethical reviews. It had even led to uncertainty in the validity of the decisions.
Conclusions The voting system should be adapted to the development needs of the ethics committee in China. The provisions
in the legal norms should be reasonably interpreted, and the number requirements for all committee members and attending
committee members should not be mechanically understood only from the literal meaning, which may affect the organization and
quality and efficiency of the ethics review meeting. The voting system in the ethics review meeting aims to protect the rights
and interests of research participants. Having sufficient and reasonable votes is the necessary condition for protecting the rights
and interests of research participants, rather than the more the better. Regulatory authorities and ethics review committees
should formulate reasonable voting system rules from the perspective of the legislative purpose to promote the full protection of
the rights and interests of research participants.
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