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[Abstract] Objective This study aimed to systematically analyze the medical research funding system of the U. S. Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH) in collaboration with enterprises. It also aimed to provide policy implications for the Joint
Fund of the National Natural Science Foundation of China. Methods This study used case analysis and comparative analysis. It
reviewed NIH medical research programs under the framework of public-private partnerships. It also compared these programs
with the operating mechanism of the Joint Fund. Results The findings showed that enterprises could fund NIH medical re-
search through multiple channels. To protect enterprise interests, NIH had developed a project formulation process guided by
actual industrial needs. NIH had also explored an effective mechanism for research output allocation. By contrast, the Joint
Fund still needed to further develop a diversified funding structure. It also needed to strengthen enterprises’ substantive author-
ity throughout the whole process of project management. Conclusions The Joint Fund could draw on NIH experience. It could
consider introducing a membership-based funding model. Based on membership status, enterprises could be encouraged to par-
ticipate more deeply in funding guideline deliberation and medical research management. Rules for data sharing and patent licen-
sing allocation could also be improved.
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