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[ Abstract] Objective To understand the perceptions of researchers at a certain higher medical institution regarding third-
party services, as well as the next steps in research integrity development and related needs surrounding such services, provi-
ding a reference basis for improving the research integrity systems of the institution and its affiliated hospitals. Methods A
questionnaire survey was conducted among 263 researchers engaged in National Natural Science Foundation projects at a higher
medical college in 2025, using generalized linear models to analyze the impact of third-party services, current research integrity
practices, awareness of handling academic misconduct, and factors influencing research integrity development. Results The o-
verall awareness rate of researchers regarding the scope of third-party services was below 70% , while the awareness of current
research integrity initiatives and the handling of academic misconduct exceeded 80%. Age < 30 years was negatively correlated
with research integrity awareness (P<C0. 05), whereas middle-level and higher administrative positions show a positive correla-
tion with research integrity awareness compared to those without administrative roles (P<C0. 05). Among the permitted actions
in third-party services, researchers awareness was below 60% for data storage services, recommending suitable journals within
a manuscripts field, providing professional guidance for peer review responses, and promoting research findings, with the low-
est awareness rate being 53. 6% for promoting research findings. The overall perceived necessity of additional regulatory meas-
ures required by third parties was 77. 8%. Conclusions The universities will carry out various forms of scientific research in-
tegrity publicity and education activities around the legitimate scope of third-party services, establish an academic misconduct
prevention and governance system, strictly screen cooperating institutions, prevent improper academic third-party services, and
thus create a clean and upright scientific research ecological environment.

[Key words] Colleges and universities; Paper; Research integrity; Third-party services; Cognition; Generalized
linear model
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